
 

T H E    G A Z E T T E 
 

ñ a news-sheet, a periodical publication giving an account of current eventsò 

 

West Falmouth Religious Society of Friends   

Frances Lightsom, Clerk (508-548-9186; fran.lightsom@gmail.com) 
 

 

Quaker Birthdays 
 

FEBRUARY 
Fran Lightsom, 3 

Anita Thacker, 12 

Deborah Bradley, 12 

Clyde Tyndale, 24 
 

MARCH  
Martha Mangelsdorf, 23 

Cynthia Rankin, 29 
 
 

Regular Events 
 

Adult Discussion Group ,  
Sundays at 9AM (February 4, 11, 

18, 25; March 4, 11, 18, 25)  
 

Peace and Social Order,  2nd 

Sunday at 12 (February 11; March 

11) Fran Lightsom, Clerk (508-

548-9186)  

 
 

Adult Education , 3rd Sunday 

at 12:00 (February 18; March 18) 

(Contact Sunny Davidson if you 

are interested in leading an on-

going discussion of sections of 

NEYM Faith and Practice-1985 

version) 

 
 

Ministry a nd Counsel, 3rd 

Wednesday, 7:15pm (February 

21; March 21 at Jordanôs)  

Deborah Bradley, convenor,  

(508-564-4744) 

Marilyn Brice 

Martin Fido 

Carolyne Jordan 

Jonathan Joyal 

Louise Luckenbill  
 

 
 

Upcoming Events 
 

Events in the Quarter 
 

òInfusing Racial Justice into our Quaker Spiritual Formation and 
Religious Educationó, facilitated by Lisa Graustein, Saturday, April 28th, at 
Wellesley Friends Meeting, 9am-4pm. The cost is $10 for the day. Send 
registration and payment to: Beth Collea, 32 Tall Tree Road, Sharon, MA 02067.  
Lunch is provided.  Childcare is available if requested by April 21. 
 

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><> 
 

Sandwich Monthly Meeting 
 

Sandwich Monthly Meeting for Business, at East Sandwich, Sunday, 
February 4th.   
 

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><> 
 

West Falmouth 
 

Sacred Harp singing, February 10th at West Falmouth. On Sat. Feb. 10, 
Sacred Harp Singing (also known as Shape Note Singing) will take place at the 
West Falmouth Meetinghouse, from 10 AM to 3 PM. Singers are asked to bring 
a potluck dish for lunch. Shape Note Singing is the oldest non-indigenous 
American folk singing form, which can be heard at: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YaLnG7vfVOc. For more information 
about the local event, contact Yarmouth Friend Chuck Micciche 
chmic@comcast.net.  
 

Wednesday, February 15th, Quaker Women at Quaker House.  Gather at 
5:30, supper at 6, and sharing from 7-8:30pm.  The topic is òResolutions."  
  

State of Society Listening Session, Sunday, February 18th 
 

Saturday, Oct. 6, a wedding in our meetinghouse for Jay and Meg. 
 

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><> 
 

Other Events at the Meetinghouse 
 

Monday evenings, 7pm, Zen Meditation.  Contact Fran Lightsom 
 

The Meetinghouse is also used:  Fridays, 7pm by Narcotics Anonymous 
(contact is Sally Fritz) 
 

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><> 
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Empathy Practice (NVC)   
Usually 1st Sat. 9:30-11:45) 

(February 3, March 3) at 24 Althea 

Rd. N. Falmouth) Brenda Nolan, 

convenor (508-274-2701) 
 

Semi-Simulated Restorative 
Circle Practice ,  
 

Usually 1st Saturday 12:45-2:45 

pm (February 3; March 3) at 24 

Althea Rd., North Falmouth 

(Brenda Nolan, convenor (508-

274-2701) 
 

West Falmouth 
Business Meeting  
 

4th SUN (Feb 25th, March 25) 
 

Clerk ï Frances Lightsom 

(508-548-9186) 
 

Recording Clerk Molly Cornell 
 

Treasurer Stephen C. Gates 
 

Auditor  Nancy Holland 
 
 

Directory/e-mail List  

Brenda Nolan 
 

Ministry & Counsel 

Deborah Bradley 
 

Building & Grounds  

Jonathan Joyal 
 

Quaker House Trustees 

Molly Cornell 
 

Meetinghouse Committee 

Larisa Davidson 
 

Cemetery Overseers 

Sally Fritz 
 

Library Committee 

Nan Garrett-Logan 
 

Peace and Social Order 

Fran Lightsom 
 

Archives  

Carolyne Jordan 
 

Religious Education (Youth)  

Deborah Bradley    

 

<><><><><><><><><><><> 
 

New England Yearly Meeting 
online Newsletter: 
https://neym.org/newsletters 
 

<><><><><><><><><><><>     

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><> 

 
The Book Nook                         Nan Garrett-Logan  
 
This monthõs Book Nook features a recording from New England Yearly 
Meeting's "Bible-Half-Hours."   This series of five half-hour talks was presented 
by Marty Grundy at the August 2017 NEYM Sessions.  The Bible reference is 
Romans XII ("Be not conformed to this world, but be transformed... ").  There are five 
chapters to the program:  conforming to this world, being transformed, renewal 
of our minds, discernment, and taking action.  The 9 AM discussion group has 
been listening to the talks together.  The talks are available online at 
https://neym.org/recordings/resource/2017-annual-sessions-bible-half-hours-
marty-grundy 
New discussion group members are always welcome! 
 
<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><> 

 
Religious Education                   Marilyn Brice 
Need for Sunday School Volunteers                     
 

Happily, First Day School has recently doubled in size, due to the continuing 

attendance of a family with three very young children.  This poses some 

challenges, though, since, after a brief opening period, the children break into 

older and younger groups for lessons, discussion, etc.   

 

I ask Friends to consider assisting with Sunday School.  Although anyone doing 
anything on a regular basis is needed, another adult committing to an "every 
Sunday" presence and planning is essential. The need is particularly strong for 
adults to help with the older children who, in turn, would benefit from more 
contact with the adults in the meeting.    
 

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><> 
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Religious Education (Youth) 

The Three Kings Party            Allison Diana 

On January 6, kids from the Yarmouth and Falmouth meetings and some adults had a party in Sandwich Meeting.  

There were 3 other kids from Falmouth and 5 from Yarmouth, but 3 were older than me.  Martin gave everyone 2 

name tags: one had the wearer's name and the other one had the name of a book character.  Everyone tried to guess 

the name on their back.  I didn't find out what mine said until the end. Then Martin hid 4 little dolls and 3 snow 

globes around the room.  When someone found one, they got to eat either a dried pineapple or a dried orange slice.  

Martin had way more orange slices then pineapples. When I asked him why, he said, "I guess my guests at 

Christmas ate more pineapples then oranges."  

 

After that, Trish from Yarmouth talked about the 3 wise 

men and Jesus's birth.  Martin read part of a story about 

Joseph and Mary's donkey, Trottemenu.  In the story, 

the wise men came on an Arabian horse, a camel, and a 

white mule.  The illustrator painted the mule black by 

mistake.  Then someone made a semicircle of chairs so 

we could play the bells.  The Yarmouth kids brought 

some songs and we brought some songs.  Unfortunately, 

they didn't know the bells by letter, so we could only 

play the songs that were color-coded.  Mom talked to 

Trish and Mary and somehow, they agreed on her 

making music sheets for Yarmouth.  

 

Martin decided to end with a Scottish dance.  Trish mentioned that her grandchildren were Scottish, and there was a 

discussion on that.  Angela shouted, "I'm Italian!" and I shouted back, "No, you're half Italian!" It was pretty funny, 

since Scotland and Italy are two completely different countries.  By now, Mom and one or two other grownups 

were on dish duty.  We paired up and danced.  Quite a few people didn't know the dance, including me, so there 

was more laughing.  

 

Later, we played "I love my love with an A," where you have to fill in four blanks with four different words. Martin 

went first.  At the last line, he said, "and she eats asparagus."  The next person said she eats broccoli.  The third 

person said she eats "...crap."  Every single adult and some of the kids burst out laughing.  The later people filled in 

the last line with tastier food.  Thomas, who's only eight, got stuck. Apparently he couldn't think of a reason to hate 

someone that starts with an "I."   

 

We ended with cutting and eating the Three Kings' Cake.  Inside was a tiny plastic baby.  Jill got it, so she was queen 

for the night.  Her brother tried to take it, which wasn't a good idea since she had licked all over it.  The queen was 

also in charge of clean-up.  After that, we cleaned up and said bye to everyone.  It was dark outside, and I could see 

the stars.  We got in the car and drove home. 

 

 
 
 



 
Readers Write 
 

Impressions of Haiti              Nan Garrett-Logan 
 

The week before the US President brought Haiti so rudely into our awareness, Phil and I traveled there as volunteers with Remote Area 
Medical.  We werenõt there long and saw little of the country.  With these limitations, here are some observations:  
 
Haiti:  Much like other countries that are challenged with poverty and limited natural resources.  But somehow the 
problems here feel more insurmountable.  
 
A hard country.  Tough, resilient people.  Not a lot of smiles until you sit down and talk with someone about her 
life.  
 
Creole is the first language and a soft language it is.  French is the language of schools; those fortunate enough to 
have schooling speak a fine French, but education is out of range 
for many.  
 
Streets and highways are lined with little stands selling most 
anything:  mangoes, bananas, gallons of petrol, used clothing, 
shampoo.  Tire fixing places with generator-run compressors.  
 
Houses:  Some are small, wooden and leaning; others are cinder 
block.  Many are half finished.  Then there are those that looked 
comfortable with attached TV dishes.  I wondered who owned 
those comfortable ones. 
 
People who are out and about are dressed well.  It  must be difficult 
to keep those white shirts so clean.  
 
Transport:  Walking, walking, colorful ôtap tapõ vans and covered 
pickup trucks, motorcycles with 2 or 3 or 4 people, perhaps a goat 
or a pig, a large bag of something, horses loaded with product of 
some sort, inter-city buses with several folks on top, vans topped 
with several layers of our medical supplies and luggage.  
 
Goats everywhere.  
 
Twenty minutes from Port-au-Prince there is an unfinished memorial over a mass grave where an estimated 100,000 
of the estimated 300,000 killed during the 2010 earthquake are buried.  
 
Solid waste challenges.  
 
Beautiful mountains beyond mountains but little soil to sustain agriculture.  The US export of rice led to the 
downfall of the domestic Haitian rice market.   
 
In central Port-au-Prince, the facade of the Cathedral is a reminder of the earthquake in 2010. In that part of town, 
the debris has been cleared away but damaged buildings left.  
 
So much to learn.   
 

  


